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The Savior set the example of service. The scriptures state, “Let this mind be in
you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon
him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross” (Phil. 2:5-8). Since Jesus set the example and his disciples are
to “follow his steps,” then Christians should seek to discover the joy of service (I
Pet. 2:21). It is possible to have joy in serving the Savior. Even when Jesus faced
the challenge of the cross with all of its shame, suffering, and sorrow, he found joy.
The writer of Hebrews gave special insight into this remarkable quality of Jesus:
“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us
run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. For
consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be
wearied and faint in your minds” (Heb. 12:1-3). A survey of several items should
reveal how to make serving the Savior a sweet experience.

Service

“For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an
occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another” (Gal. 5:13). “Yea, and if | be
offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all”
(Phil. 2:17). “Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the
flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; Not with
eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God
from the heart; With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men” (Eph.
6:5-7). “And they that have believing masters, let them not despise them, because
they are brethren; but rather do them service, because they are faithful and beloved,
partakers of the benefit. These things teach and exhort” (I Tim. 6:2). “I know thy
works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the
last to be more than the first” (Rev. 2:19).

Self-Denial



“And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross daily, and follow me” (Luke 9:23). “Let nothing be done through
strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than
themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the
things of others” (Phil. 2:3-4). “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20).

Sacrifice

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God” (Rom. 12:1-2). “But I have all, and abound: I am full, having
received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet
smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God. But my God shall supply all
your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:18-19). “By
him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit
of our lips giving thanks to his name” (Heb. 13:15).

Submission

“Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye
are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto
righteousness? But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then
made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness” (Rom. 6:16-18).
“Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God” (Eph. 5:21). “Obey them
that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls,
as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for
that is unprofitable for you” (Heb. 13:17).

Stewardship

“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful” (I Cor. 4:2).
“And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lord
shall make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of meat in due
season? Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.
Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he hath” (Luke



12:42-44). “For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled,
not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre” (Titus 1:7).

Sweet or Sour?

Saints who do not see the service of the Savior as a sweet opportunity often go
sour. The Bible says, “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no
man shall see the Lord: Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God,
lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled”
(Heb. 12:14-15). The proper attitude toward service stated by the Savior is: “So
likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you,

say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do”
(Luke 17:10).



